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and what struck me most was the scene where Kirghis or
Turkoman nomads cried like children on seeing one of
these Hajees, and when they began to quarrel, nay, to fight,
for the opportunity to bestow hospitality on a returning
Hajee, be he even an Uzbeg or a Tajik, whom they other-
wise dislike.

Yes, the Haj is a most wonderful institution in the
interest of the strength, unity and spiritual power of Islam ;
it is a kind of religious Parliament and a gathering place for
the followers of the prophet, where the sacred Hermandad
is fostered despite all differences of race and colour, and
whereas the temple in Jerusalem does often become the
cockpit of different Christian sects, and the arena of bloody
fights, which would fatally end without the intercession of
the Moslem soldiers of the Padishah, we meet with perfect
peace and concord in the court of the Kaaba, where the
four sects have got their separate places without interfering
with each other, and where Hanefites, Shafaites, Malekites
and Hanbalites pay simultaneously their veneration to the
founder of their religion. Even the Shiite Persian is not
molested as long as he does not offend the believers by an
ostentatious exhibition of his schismatic views, what he
rarely does, for dissimulation is not prohibited according to
the tenets of the Shiites,

The foregoing remarks about the Haj have been quoted
here with the intention to realise the importance of this
religious custom of Islam, and particularly to show how
necessary it is to know and to appreciate duly the political,
social and ethical qualities of this precept ordained by the
prophet.

Well, in order to gain full information on this subject,
we have been in need of an account of the Haj written by
a Mohammedan who is not attracted by curiosity, but by
religious piety, who had free access to every place, who is